[Clinical use of bilateral cervico-thoracic skin flaps].
In order to study the clinical efficacy of bilateral cervico-thoracic skin flap on repairing the contracture of the burn scar of the neck, 66 flaps were used in 33 patients from 1983 to 1995. The size of the flap ranged from 5 cm x 6 cm to 8.5 cm x 15 cm. The donor site was covered with split skin graft. The ratio between the length and the width of the flaps should not exceed 3:1. Fifty-nine flaps survived completely, but 7 had necrosis of small area which was healed without any influence on the function and appearance. The operative technique of the bilateral cervico-thoracic skin flaps were reported. The advantages of this type of skin flap and its applied anatomy and the postoperative care were discussed. In the repair of the cicatritial contracture deformity of the neck, it was important to define whether the skin defect was located in the submandibular, anterior cervical or anterior thoracic region, thus appropriate type of repair could then be given accordingly.